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the Sahara Desert continuing to claim more and more land space. Soil erosion has become & problem,
with the limited number of trees cut for wood and charcoal for urban cooking and heating. Government
policies have iraditionally favored urban populations by keeping food prices low, giving farmers little
incentive to increase their productivity. In recent years international aid for agriculture has dropped
drastically, while aid for health and primary education has surged. However, in its 2007 annual report,
the World Bank put agriculture and the productivity of small farmers — particularly in Africa — at the
heart of its global agenda to reduce poverty. The African Union and the United Nations have also




